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in communication with him. Harley's connection with De Foe, as has been tolcl in previous pages, was purely political, but both Prior and Swift from political assistants became intimate personal friends, and have added much to the importance of Harley's life. The contrast of the characters of Swift and Harley gives not a little piquancy to their association ; for Swift was as egotistical as Rousseau, restless, irritable, and susceptible, shaken by gusts of anger and emotion at which Harley must often have smiled as he answered him in his slow, hesitating way, pondering the effect of Swift's suggestions on the politicians whose divergent views he had so constantly to reconcile. It was characteristic of Harley's common good-nature to offer Swift, in a moment of forgetfulness, fifty pounds as if he were De Foe or Mrs. Manley. It was like Swift to resent the well-meant kindness of his patron, and to refuse to go near his house till Harley had apologised for offering a gift which had never been asked. But Harley was the last man to be vexed at this show of independence, which must have amused him ; for no one knew better than he how dependent the best party publicists were on high officials.
The able writers who were serving the Tory-party were eager for a reward in some form or other, and when they received it in the shape of an appointment they generally regarded it as less